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The Queer Africans
Facing a Second Exile




Editor's Note

hen African migrants build lives

in the United States over

decades, the systems meant to
protect them can still place them at risk of
removal to countries they have never lived
in. Recent reporting from the United States
has documented cases of West Aftrican
women long resident in New York being
detained and facing the possibility of third-
country deportation. In another
development, parallel investigations have
shown that some of those affected are
LGBTQ+ Africans who previously
received legal protection in the US precisely
because of the dangers they would face if
returned to their countries of origin.

These removals form part of a wider third-
country deportation practice that has
expanded under current US policy.
Agreements with several African
governments have enabled the transfer of
people to nations where they hold no
citizenship, no family ties and, in many
cases, no legal status. The risks are especially
high for queer Africans. A number of the
receiving countries criminalise same-sex
relations or have documented records of
hostility, violence, and discrimination
against LGBTQ+ people. Therefore, the
result of the current deportation practice is
a second displacement: people who fled
persecution are moved once more into
environments that may reproduce the very
threats they sought to escape.

This pattern raises fundamental questions
about the meaning of protection, the limits

of legal status, the responsibilities of both
sending and receiving states, and the lived
precarity of diaspora life even after
settlement. It also reveals how diaspora
communities already settled in the Global
North remain vulnerable to sudden policy
shifts that treat African lives as
transferable. The stories emerging from
New York detention centres, Cameroon,
Ghana, and from other receiving countries
are not isolated incidents. They form part
of a larger architecture in which African
mobility continues to be managed through
racialised and often opaque arrangements.

This issue examines the human
consequences of these practices for
African LGBTQ+ people and other long-
term residents. We look at the policy
mechanisms that make third-country
removal possible and the fragile spaces of
refuge that some African countries have

offered.



Migration Momtor

he expansion of third-country
I deportations from the United States
has placed a growing number of
African residents, including long-settled
West Africans and LGBTQ+ individuals
who previously received legal protection, at
risk of removal to African countries with
which they have little or no connection.
Recent investigations show that people who
fled persecution ot built lives over decades
in American cities are being transferred
under bilateral arrangements, sometimes to
states that criminalise same-sex relations or
have documented records of hostility
toward LGBTQ+ people. The pattern is
reshaping the security of African diaspora
communities in the US and raising
questions about the durability of protection
once granted. Below is a chronicle of some
key developments and country-level
situations.

UNITED STATES-NEWYORK

In early October 2026, an investigation by
Documented and The City reported that
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
had detained several West African women
who had lived in New York for years,
including cleaners, healthcare workers, and
hair braiders. Many held legal status
shielding them from return to their
countries of origin after immigration judges
found they would face danger there.
Following a September Supreme Court
decision allowing third-country removals to
continue temporarily, advocates reported
that some of these women faced the
possibility of transfer to countries such as
Ghana. By early August 20206, data indicated
that 147 people arrested in New York City

had already been deported to third
countries, up from 86 in the same period the
previous year. Community members
organised outside 26 Federal Plaza in
response.

CAMEROON

Cameroon has become one of the principal
African destinations for US third-country
deportees. Reporting in 2026 documented
multiple flights carrying people from
Ghana, Morocco, Angola, the Democratic
Republic of Congo and other countries.
Among those transferred were LGBTQ+
individuals who had been granted
withholding of removal in the United States
because of persecution linked to their
sexual orientation. Several remained in
detention facilities in Yaoundé under
restricted conditions, with limited access to
work or movement, while others reported
pressure to accept onward return to their
countries of origin. Cameroon criminalises
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same-sex relations, and rights groups have
highlighted the heightened risks this creates
for queer deportees.

GHANA

Ghana has received multiple groups of
third-country nationals from the United
States under a bilateral arrangement. Some
deportees were West Africans who held US
court protections against return to their
home countries. Investigations found that a
number were later moved onward by
Ghanaian authorities, in some cases back to
the countries from which they had originally
fled. Community organisers and lawyers
have tracked cases involving both long-term
US residents and LGBTQ+ individuals,
noting that the transfers often occurred
with limited prior notice of the final
destination.

SIERRALEONE AND ESWATINI
Both countries appear among the
destinations identified in a Reuters
investigation of 40 LGBTQ+ migrants
who had received US legal protection but
were later deported to African states that
either criminalise same-sex acts or have
been described by the US State Department
as hostile to LGBTQ+ people. Sietra Leone
and Eswatini are among those with explicit
criminalisation. Some individuals spent
periods under surveillance or in temporary
accommodation before further movement,
while others remain in uncertain legal and
physical situations.

CAPE VERDE

In contrast to the above destinations, Cape
Verde has emerged as a fragile point of
refuge for some African LGBTQ+ people
fleeing repression elsewhere on the
continent. Homosexuality has been legal
since 2004 and workplace discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation is prohibited.
Reportingin 2026 described the archipelago
receiving individuals from Senegal and
other countries after the tightening of anti-
LGBTQ+ laws elsewhere. While the legal
environment is relatively more open, the
absence of a full asylum framework leaves
many without secure long-term status,
creating a precarious form of safety.
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From our Writers
Surviving Uganda’s Anti-Gay Law
While Outed, Exiled, & Mourning

Ernest Nweke

hen Steven Muleme got news

that his sick father had died, he

came undone. It was his 14th
month in exile, and though he had sent
money back home to Uganda to cover his
sick father’s medical bills and even paid to
move him from Uganda to Kenya with the
hope that he could access better medical
care there, he could not get past the fact that
his 60 years old father who had been there
for him in his best and worst days endured a
failing health for 1 year without him being
able to sit by his side and comfort him even
for one night. With eight simple words he let
the world know his pain. On Facebook, he
announced “My life is shattered, my father

isdead.”

Steven Muleme is a gay Ugandan man
forced into exile by Uganda’s draconian
anti gay Bill which became law in 2023.
Prior to his forced relocation, Steven was a
vocal equal rights gay activist in Uganda.
He was deeply invested in organising, and
providing community for gay people in
Uganda. He did simple wholesome things
like starting a Queer Netball team for gay
Ugandans as being gay is grounds for
disqualification from Uganda’s National
Netball Team. He also founded the gay
rights advocacy group Visual Echoes for
Human Rights Advocacy and sat on the
boards of Interpride, Out And Proud
Uganda, Kuchu Shiners, Rainbow Africa
Initiative and many more. Steven dedicated
his life to highlighting gay voices in Uganda
and other African countries and calling for
the recognition of gay rights as human
rights across these countries. After the
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signing of Uganda’s anti gay bill, which is
seen as one of the strictest anti-gay laws in
the world, Steven immediately became a
fugitive in his home country and had to
leave. Today, living in America as a refugee,
Steven Muleme continues to push for the
liberation of queer Africans in Africa. He
currently sits on the board of Refugee
America and continues to tell the stories of
queer Africans and what it means to be
African and gay as a playwright.

When Steven’s father died, he did not have
the liberty to give him the final honour of
being present at his funeral. Still unable to
return home, Steven had to mourn his
father’s passing alone in the US while
watching from a distance like a stranger, as
one of the people closest to him was sent off
from this world. Beyond the emotional
violence that his Exile-forced absence
ensured, was also the cultural violence of
notlaying his father to rest that Steven had to
endure because of his exile. Though he was
able to get a one week leave off work to
mourn his loss, streaming his own father’s
memorial service and lying in state was an
emotional scandal Steven could not have
prepared for. “I watched everything from
my phone,” he said while describing the days
that followed his fathet’s death and his
father’s funeral. “Ideally I was still supposed
to show up to work but I explained to my
employers and they were kind enough to
grant me one week off work to process my
loss. I was alone in my apartment and that
was the worst part of itall.” Steven narrated.

Steven had shared a close and loving
relationship with his father. “When I was
outed, my family called a meeting to ask me

to explain the news they were hearing to
them. I could tell that my father was
heartbroken because that was not the kind
of news any parent in Uganda would like to
hear about their child, but following the
news, he did not act like most parents in
Uganda would. He did not cast me off or
stop loving me. He stuck by me as I
navigated being an out gay man in a country
where homophobia was as normalised as
drawing in breaths,” Steven said while trying
to give context to the relationship he had
with his father. After he was outed, their
relationship grew stronger. Even in exile,
they spoke often. They talked everyday until
his father succumbed to death.

“Even before the Bill officially became a law,
being gay in Uganda was a dangerous thing.
You get fired from your job when news
comes out that you are gay. I know an
athlete, a professional Netball player, who
was sacked from the national team because
he was gay. Family members and
acquaintances distance themselves from
you when they hear that you are gay. It was
not any less for me. When my family heard
that I was gay after someone who was close
to me outed me, they called a family
meeting. My parents, siblings and uncles
were called and I was asked to explain the
meaning of such news. That was how my
whole life changed.”

Uganda’s anti gay law has some of the
strictest punishments for being gay and for
gay organising (activism and creating
community for gay people) in the world.
With punishments as severe as life
imprisonment for “engaging in acts of
homosexuality” and 20 years jail time for
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“promoting homosexuality”, gay activists
like Steven immediately became wanted
fugitives in their own country. For Steven,
the only option, as far as his freedom and
freedom of expression was concerned, was
to leave Uganda.

The first few months in America were some
of the harshest months Steven had known
before the death of his father. Getting a job
had not been easy and being a refugee,
Steven’s movements in America were
severely limited. “I did not get the job I had
applied for which I had the skills and
experience for because I did not have
expetience in that role in the US. I had to be
offered a role in a level less than what I had
applied for with the option of reapplying
again after six months. I have been on the job
now for about three months and hope to
reapply again soon.” Steven said while
explaining what settling in looked like
career-wise. Another challenge Steven had
was finding community. He had to begin to
make friends and find community again
from scratch in a new country because of his
relocation from Uganda. Most of his
friends, contacts and acquaintances had
come from his life and time growing up and
working in Uganda and some other African
countries. In the US, Steven took some time
before he could settle in again.

When Steven’s father died, his boss gave him
one week off work to mourn. “Being a
refugee, my work did not make such
provisions but my boss was kind enough to
allow me take time off work. I was given one
whole week. In that week, I called my family
every day, I cried, I sataround them and tried
to process my loss. My inability to be present

at the burial made it all worse. There was
nothing I could do about the whole
situation. I had to suffer the pain of losing
my father alone, separated from the rest of
my family in a foreign country.” Steven said,
coming to tears again.

For Steven, the clear understanding that
exileis a forced stay away from home and not
a vacation marks the experience of being in
New York. Knowing that this sojourn is only
happening because he is gay and believes
that his rights are human rights makes it even
worse. While he tries to navigate the
experience one day at a time, continually
speaking up against the cruelty of the
Ugandan government against its queer
population, he only hopes that one day the
Ugandan anti gay bill can be repealed and he
can be free to return home whenever he

wants.




African Migration | Compiled By Migrants
News Biweekly | For Migrants

This magazine is free. It is designed to be downloaded and shared. Please share it with
a friend.

If you send us “Hi” at on WhatsApp, we will share a copy with you
to share with others.

If you wtite to us at info@diasporaafrica.org, our team will forward a copy to you.

If you need to send us questions or feedback about this magazine, write to us at
info@diasporaafrica.org




What to Read Now

lumide Popoola’s

When We Speak of

Nothing is a tender,
politically charged coming-of-
age novel about friendship,
identity, and migration.
Following best friends Karl and
Abu, two Black teenagers
navigating London, Popoola
explores what it means to grow
up in a world that is often
unwilling to make room for the
complexities of young people’s
lives.

At its heart, the novel is
concerned with the things that
remain unsaid: the silences
imposed by society, the
difficulty of articulating one’s
identity, and the distance
between how we understand
ourselves and how others
petceive us. Through Karl and
Abu’s friendship, Popoola
examines masculinity, race,
sexuality, and belonging
without reducing her
characters to mere symbols of
the issues they embody. When
We Speak of Nothing is
ultimately a moving meditation
on friendship, visibility, and the
power of telling stories that
dominant narratives would
rather leave untold.

“This smart novel with electric prose i
tells us what it means o be young, igﬂ-ﬁ
black and queer.

Elle Magazine

When We Speak of Not
Blumide Popoola




Resources

BLACK ALLIANGE
FOR JUST IMMIGRATION

Founded in April 2006 amid opposition to restrictive laws affecting immigrants
in the United States, the Black Alliance for Just Immigration (BAJI) was
established by a South African immigrant and civil rights leader to ensure Black
immigrants and their community were represented in legislative processes.

BAJI's mission and values include fighting for the rights of Black migrants and
African Americans through legal resources and policy advocacy that help
improve their community's lives and conditions and centre on challenging

racist laws and systems while promoting a just system for all.

Further inquiries: https://www.baji.org/




In Numbers

A Surge in Deportations of African Migrants

The number of migrants from African nations deported by U.S. officials is expected to
iriple this year compared to the yearly average between 2021 and 2024.
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The 2025 data only accounts for the first 6 months of the Trump administration until July 2025.

Chart: Adam Mahoney + Source: Government data provided by ICE in response to a FOIA request to the Deportation
Data Project and analyzed by Capital B + Created with Datawrapper

The chart illustrates the increase in deportations of African migrants from the United
States between 2021 and 2025. According to the data, removals rose from 941 in 2023 to
2,065. The 2025 projection is based on data from the first six months of the year, which
highlights the growing scale of immigration enforcement against African nationals.

Soutrce: Capital B, based on government data provided by ICE.
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This 1997 newspaper report by PM. News documents the d}sFressf expetrlllintc]itlgg the
Onibiyo family following the forceful rer‘noval' of Abdul On}llbl‘yo1 Sro:;r_dd e
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Archivi.ng digitises Nigeria’s old newspapers and

ARGHWIN_G magazines to preserve history and foster accessibility. 11



Jamel Buhari: The Unrecognized
Complexities of Queer Migration

amel Buhari is an Amsterdam-based

Dutch-Ghanaian researcher and

community organizer. He is currently
finalizing his PhD at Leiden University, where
his research focuses on the lived experiences of
queer African migrants in the Netherlands. His
work examines how queer Africans navigate
the Dutch social and institutional landscape,
negotiate questions of belonging and
construct their identities. From a historical
perspective, he explores how migrants’ self-
narratives intersect with broader hegemonic
discourses in media, politics, and NGO spaces.
His research also critically engages with the
Dutch national self-image and global
reputation, particularly the framing of
LGBTQIH+ rights as a core element of Dutch
national identity. In collaboration with Obodo
Nigeria, Jamel also started the African Queer
Mobility Month, a series of creative
participant-led workshops, exploring how
queer people move, resist, create and belong in
the face of anti-queer and anti-trans hostility.

A full essay is available to read on Diaspora
Africa’s website.

The Community Corner

Join our community on WhatsApp,
message us “Hi” at +44 7508513092 , and we
will allow you into the large room!

When you JOIN THE COMMUNITY, you
get early access to:

* The biweekly migration magazine

* Verified global migration updates

* Resources and opportunities

* Policy and data on migration explained
simply

* Help decide what you want us to talk about
in our nextissue

Are you a traveller or just
someone who is on the
move? Share with us
intriguing photographs of
your travels. Send us a
message on

WhatsApp +44 7508513092

Got a migration experience to share or
want to be featured?

Send us a message on WhatsApp at
+44 7508513092, and we will chat
with you!
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We are building a newsroom & community
that counters misinformation and bias in
global mainstream news about African
migration. We are working with local and
cross-border journalists to challenge
biased global reporting frameworks that
shape migration. We want to disrupt
extractive storytelling practices & expand
the range of perspectives represented in
international media discourse
surrounding migration.
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